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construction of the prehistoric state of society on the Baltic
seaboard may be attempted, in rough outline and in a pro-
visional way, as seen against the background afforded by
the archaeological material of this region. The purpose of
such a tentative delineation is to present, as near as may be,
the scheme of life and the state of the industrial arts to
which the north-European peoples of today are, by heredi-
tary temperament and capacity, presumably best suited 5
to which, in other words, they are adapted by birth, and into
which they would fall, if circumstances permitted, as their
"state of nature" j and from which they have been diverted
only by force of habituation under pressure of a later state
of the industrial arts that requires a different manner of
life, essentially alien to the north-European blond-hybrid
population.1
In the civil organisation all power vests finally in the
popular assembly, made up, in effect, though not by strict
formal specification, of the freehold farmers 3 including
under that designation the able-bodied male citizens of
substantial standing, but not formally excluding any part
of the free population, and perhaps not even with absolute
rigor excluding all women.2
This deliberative assembly exercised the powers, such as
1See Note III, p. 302.
2The restriction of the franchise to able-bodied men at arms, and the
requirement of coming to the assembly under arms, such as is to be ob-
served among the predatory bands and warlike communities of these
barbarians during and after their incursion into the older civilised coun-
tries of Europe, does not appear to have been in force in Scandinavian
antiquity; it would rather appear that all that matter was left loosely in
the option of the citizens, although there was at least an occasional pro-
hibition of weapons at the assembly. Practice appears to have varied.